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Abstract: The populations and governments of Western societies are usually
proud of the values they claim to be the foundation of their multicultural and
pluralistic societies. Over the past few decades, the Western world has witnessed
a surge in hate crimes, including racism, discrimination, and Islamophobia. This
has sparked discussions about the authenticity of Western societies in upholding
universal or Western values. The main purpose of this study is to investigate the
impact of Islamophobia on universal or Western values. It is crucial to clarify
that the research does not seek to make sweeping generalizations about these
values. Instead, its focus is a thorough examination of the decline in the beliefs
of Muslim men in these values, particularly in response to the growing inci-
dents of Islamophobic attacks. The study delved into two specific Islamophobic
assaults to shed light on the concerning extent of Islamophobia, suggesting a
potential threat to both universal and Western values as well as social cohesion
in the UK. Through individual semi-structured and in-depth interviews, Muslim
men residing in the UK were engaged to explain the repercussions of these dis-
tressing Islamophobic incidents on their lives, perspectives, and notably, their
beliefs in universal or Western values. The findings of the study revealed that
acts of Islamophobic violence, particularly those directed at vulnerable and dis-
abled Muslims, have a detrimental impact on the beliefs of Muslim males in the
UK regarding universal or Western principles and values. The Muslim men in
the study strongly criticised the bystanders in these incidents, expressing their
disappointment in the lack of protection for the vulnerable and disabled victims,
while emphasizing the link between “bystander apathy” and societal values.
Additionally, participants underscored the importance of incorporating Islamic
values into the education of their children.

Keywords: Islamophobia, Values, Muslim Men, Vulnerable Victims, Bystand-
er Apathy

&

Oz: Bati toplumlarmin halklar1 ve hiikiimetleri genellikle, cok kiiltiirlii ve ¢o-
gulcu yapilarinin temeli oldugunu iddia ettikleri degerlerle gurur duymaktadir-
lar. Bat1 diinyasinda son yillarda irk¢ilik, ayrimeilik ve Islamofobi gibi gesitli
nefret suclarinda artis goriilmektedir ve bu durum Batili toplumlarin evrensel
veya Batili degerlere gergekten ne kadar sahip ¢iktigina dair sorgulamalarin
ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur. Bu ¢alismanin temel amaci islamofobi’nin

evrensel ya da Batili degerlere nasil zarar verdigini incelemektir. Ancak bu aras-
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tirmanin amaci evrensel ya da Batili degerler hakkinda genis ¢ikarimlar yapmak
degil; daha ziyade, artan Islamofobik saldirilar nedeniyle Miisliiman erkekle-
rin bu degerlere olan inanglarindaki diisiisii kapsamli bir sekilde incelemektir.
Bu calismada, Batili iilkelerdeki evrensel veya Batili degerlere ve toplumsal
dayanmismaya yonelik gercek bir tehdit olusturdugu goriilen Islamofobi’nin en-
dise verici diizeyini gdstermek icin iki spesifik Islamofobik saldir1 incelenmis-
tir. Bu iki Islamofobik olayin hayatlari, diisiinceleri ve dzellikle evrensel veya
Bat1 degerlerine olan inanclar1 {izerindeki etkisini arastirmak amaciyla Birlesik
Krallik’ta ikamet eden Miisliiman erkeklerle bireysel yar1 yapilandirilmis ve
derinlemesine goriismeler gerceklestirilmistir. Aragtirmanin bulgulari, 6zellikle
savunmasiz ve engelli Miisliimanlara yonelik Islamofobik siddet eylemlerinin,
Birlesik Kralliktaki Miisliiman erkeklerin evrensel veya Batili ilke ve degerle-
re olan inanglari tizerinde zararli bir etkiye sahip oldugunu ortaya koymustur.
Miisliiman erkekler, olaylara seyirci kalanlari, savunmasiz ve engelli magdur-
lar1 korumadiklart i¢in sert bir sekilde kinayarak “seyirci kalma hissizligi” ile
toplumsal degerler arasinda baglant1 kurmuslardir. Son olarak katilimcilar, ¢o-
cuklarmin egitiminde Islami degerlerin énemini vurgulamislardir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Islamofobi, Degerler, Miisliiman Erkekler, Savunmasiz
Magdurlar, Seyirci Kalma Hissizligi

(Genisletilmis Tiirk¢e 6zet makalenin sonundadir.)

Introduction

The purpose of this article is to shed light on the repercussions of escalating Is-
lamophobia on Muslim men and its corrosive impact on the core values of West-
ern nations. The focus of this study is specifically on the reactions of Muslim
males living in the UK in response to incidents of Islamophobia. This argument
posits that delving into the reactions, thoughts, feelings, and attitudes of Muslim
males in relation to Islamophobia yields a more profound comprehension and
insight into the escalating prevalence of Islamophobia in Western societies, as
well as its detrimental impact on societal values. The paper posits that instanc-
es of Islamophobia have a detrimental effect on the beliefs of Muslim males
towards universal or Western values, as these incidences tend to specifically
target the very principles that constitute these values. This argument constitutes
a significant and genuine contribution of the study to the existing literature.
Previous research has mostly overlooked the examination of the relationship

between Islamophobia and values, and hardly any research has been conducted
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on the influence of Islamophobic attacks on Muslims’ adherence to universal or
Western values. Consequently, the primary objective of this study is to address
and fill the existing research gap in the literature.

This article delineates the findings of a research study exploring the repercus-
sions of Islamophobic attacks on Muslim males in the UK. Against the back-
drop of some shocking terrorist incidents in the early decades of the twenty-first
century, Muslims residing in Western countries have come under considerable
scrutiny within the realms of politics and society. Numerous research and re-
ports (e.g., Runnymede Trust, 1997, 2017; Allen, 2010; Kalin, 2011; Awan &
Zempi, 2015; Jeory, 2016; Dauda, 2020) have indicated a notable increase in
Islamophobia within Western societies over the past few decades, resulting in
heightened challenges and difficulties faced by those adhering to the Islamic
faith. For instance, Muslim women have felt a greater sense of vulnerability
due to the distinctive nature of their attire, which identified them as Muslim.
Consequently, they began to develop apprehensions about travelling alone and
faced difficulties in carrying out their routine tasks (Jeory, 2016). On the other
hand, research examining the impact of Islamophobia on Muslim men in the
Western world is very scarce. Thus, to cover the gap in the literature, this study
concentrates exclusively on the effects of Islamophobia on Muslim males.

The findings of this research indicated that Muslim males residing in the UK
express strong disapproval towards Islamophobic incidents occurring in the
UK, perceiving them as contradictory to the values typically held by Western
societies. The participants emphasized absolute unacceptability of Islamopho-
bic attacks, particularly when directed at highly vulnerable Muslims in the UK.
According to the participants, these assaults not only contradict fundamental val-
ues such as respect, tolerance, and human rights but also encompass discriminato-
ry practices related to ableism. The intersection of religion, race, and nationality
with disability among Muslim individuals targeted in Islamophobic assaults
within the UK appears to further erode the faith of Muslims in the principles
and values upheld in Western societies. A key rationale provided by the partic-
ipants for their ever-increasing loss of faith in universal or Western values was
the phenomenon of “bystander apathy” exhibited by those present during inci-
dents of Islamophobic attacks against vulnerable or disabled Muslim victims.
Finally, the respondents emphasized the crucial role that Islamic values play in
the upbringing and education of their children. This is particularly significant in
a context where prejudice, discrimination, and Islamophobia pose threats to the
values of Western societies, as observed in the case of the UK.
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The topic of values has been the subject of intense debate worldwide in recent
decades. The arguments often focus on the discussion of universal values or
Western values, making it necessary to initially examine the concept of values
and the relationship between universal values and Western values.

Values

The term “values” pertains to the fundamental principles, norms, or beliefs that
serve as a compass, shaping and impacting an individual’s conduct, preferences,
and the process of making choices and decisions. They symbolise the values
and principles that an individual deems significant and deserving of pursuit in
their life. Values are usually inherent and possess the ability to mould an indi-
vidual’s disposition, preferences, and behaviours (Seligman et al., 2013). They
act as a moral compass, assisting individuals in making decisions concerning
ethical principles and values that are meaningful to them. Values serve as the
driving forces behind human behaviours, serving as the foundation upon which
acts and decisions are assessed for their inherent worth (Hatley, 2019).

Universal values refer to concepts and beliefs that are deemed to be universally
applicable and pertinent to all individuals, irrespective of their cultural, geograph-
ical, or socioeconomic context. These principles are commonly seen as founda-
tional and beyond the limitations of any particular culture or geographical area.
Universal values are derived from the notion that there are specific principles
and entitlements that need to be cherished and shown reverence by all people,
irrespective of their cultural or national affiliations. Universal values encompass a
range of principles that are widely regarded as fundamental and applicable to all
humans. These values include, but are not limited to, human rights, justice, equal-
ity, freedom, and the inherent dignity of every person (Gabriel, 2022).

On the other hand, Western values encompass a collection of concepts, be-
liefs, and conventions that have traditionally been linked to the cultures and so-
cieties of Western Europe and North America throughout history. The formation
of these principles has been shaped by the intellectual, political, and cultural
legacies of the Western world, encompassing concepts derived from ancient
Greek civilization, the Enlightenment era, and the Christian heritage. Western
values encompass a range of principles, such as individualism, democracy, sec-
ularism, capitalism, and the rule of law (Haron et al., 2020).

There exists a certain degree of overlap between universal values and the
values that are commonly associated with Western societies. Both Western and
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non-Western cultures place importance on fundamental principles such as human
rights, peace, and justice. Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge that there are
notable distinctions. As an illustration, Western culture commonly assigns great-
er significance to individualism and secularism, whereas non-Western cultures
typically assign greater significance to collectivism and religion. Moreover, it is
imperative to acknowledge that Western values do not constitute a singular, ho-
mogeneous framework. Diverse sets of values are observed throughout various
Western civilizations, with notable intra-cultural variations being prevalent. For
instance, the values upheld in the United States may exhibit disparities when com-
pared to the values embraced in France. Despite these differences, there exists a
fundamental collection of values that are broadly shared among the majority of
Western civilizations. The formation of these ideals has been influenced by West-
ern philosophy, history, and religion. Furthermore, their perspectives have been
shaped by Western economic and political institutions (Inglehart, 2013).

In the UK context, the concept of “Fundamental British Values” (FBV) en-
compasses a collection of fundamental principles and values that have signifi-
cant importance within the UK, namely in relation to education, citizenship, and
the promotion of social harmony. The purpose of these values is to foster and
strengthen specific fundamental elements of British society. The prominence of
the notion of Fundamental British Values in the UK increased during the early
21st century, particularly inside educational institutions, where they have been
integrated into the curriculum. The Fundamental British Values encompass a set
of four core principles that are widely regarded as indispensable to the founda-
tion of British society. These principles include “democracy”, “the rule of law”,
“individual liberty”, and “mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and
beliefs”. These core principles serve as the foundation of British citizenship
within a contemporary and multicultural society in Britain (Panjwani, 2016).

As previously discussed, it is important to note that values can vary in their con-
ceptualization and definitions within specific contexts in Western countries. How-
ever, in general discourse and debates, the terms “universal values” and “Western
values” are often used interchangeably, typically referring to shared values such
as human rights, justice, equality, and freedom of speech. On the other hand, in
the Western world, values are frequently at the forefront of discussions concerning
immigrants, particularly Muslims, and their integration into Western societies (Pan-
jwani, 2016). Therefore, it would be advantageous to examine these values in the
context of discussion pertaining to Muslims residing in Western nations.
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Values, Muslims, and Islamophobia in the Western World

The people and governments of Western cultures often express a sense of pride
in the values they assert as the basis of their multicultural and diverse societies.
There are several assertions suggesting that universal values, particularly those
pertaining to human rights, are fundamentally rooted in Western ideology (Biele-
feldt, 2000). Furthermore, Huntington (1996) argues that human rights, along
with democracy, liberalism, and political secularism, are inherently belong to
Western civilizations. According to his (1996) perspective, individuals from other
civilizations must embrace Western values and effectively assimilate into Western
civilizations to fully enjoy the benefits of human rights. However, Muslims resid-
ing in the Western countries, which Huntington (1996) identifies as the symbols
of values and human rights, have encountered a range of discriminatory incidents,
including racism and Islamophobia. These acts of prejudice and hostility seem to
directly contravene the very values that these societies proudly espouse.

Today, the current perception of Islam in Western societies is usually charac-
terised as a sectarian and fundamentalist faith that subjugates women, upholds
outdated and mediaeval values, and endorses acts of violence (Sarwar & Raj,
2016). The discourse surrounding Islamophobia often revolves around the ex-
amination of values, particularly the assertion that some cherished universal or
Western values, such as freedom of expression, gender equality, and tolerance,
are perceived to be at risk due to the actions of Muslims (Sayyid, 2014). These
discussions mostly focus on the extent to which Muslim minorities identify with
and adopt universal or Western values, as well as their sense of belonging within
these societies. According to Kunst et al.’s (2013) study on the perception of
Islamophobia among Muslims, individuals who exhibited Islamophobic tenden-
cies were commonly characterised by the participants as harbouring fear towards
Islam due to their perception of it as being intolerant and incongruent with, or
potentially detrimental to, universal or Western values such as democracy and
women’s rights. Nevertheless, scholarly research has paid scarce attention to the
relationship between Islamophobia and values, particularly regarding the detri-
mental effects that Islamophobic assaults exert on universal or Western values.

In the Western world, the term “Islamophobia” has garnered notable attention,
especially following the aftermath of the September 11, 2001, attacks on the Twin
Towers of the World Trade Centre in the USA and the July 7, 2005, bombings on
the London Underground in the UK. The rise of more instances of terrorist attacks

in Western countries, such as the Charlie Hebdo tragedy in Paris on January 7,
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2015, has sparked intensified debates over the integration of Muslim minority
populations within Western communities. In this socio-political context, there has
been a growing ambiguity around the distinctions between critiquing extremism
and terrorism on the one hand, and Islamophobia on the other. Similarly, the bor-
ders between defending liberal values, Islamophobia, and the securitization of
society have become increasingly blurry (Mondon & Winter, 2017).

Mondon and Winter (2017) apply the concepts of “illiberal” and “liberal” Is-
lamophobia to distinguish the different discourses and practices of Islamophobia
in Western world. The concept of illiberal Islamophobia is often linked to tra-
ditional forms of racism and is frequently associated with the far right and the
authoritarian suppression of minority populations and their rights. The concept
of liberal Islamophobia involves the creation of a generalised perception and por-
trayal of Muslim or Islamic faith and culture as fundamentally incompatible with
certain basic values upheld by an idealised and rationalised culturally uniform,
superior, and enlightened Western society, or a particular Western nation. This de-
piction presents a hypothetical scenario whereby the West is posited as represent-
ing advancement, including values such as democracy, human rights, freedom of
expression, gender and sexual equity, and ironically (in terms of the way in which
Muslims were and are targeted), tolerance (Mondon & Winter, 2017).

The prevailing body of literature often centres its study on examining the re-
lationship between Western values and Islamic values, assessing the degree of
compatibility between these two value systems, and exploring the extent to which
Muslims residing in Western nations adopt universal or Western ideals. For exam-
ple, Norris and Inglehart (2012) contend that Muslim migrants tend to gradually
assimilate into the host culture of Western nations, as suggested by assimilation
theories, rather than steadfastly maintaining pre-existing beliefs upon arrival. In a
similar vein, [brahim (2006) posits that there exists compatibility between West-
ern and Islamic values, and that the enduring allure of inclusiveness and pluralism
will serve as a catalyst for fostering understanding and reconciliation among di-
verse civilizations and cultures. According to Saeed (2009) an emerging Western
tradition of Islam is grappling with various contemporary concerns such as gender
equality, secular law, freedom of expression, democracy, human rights. These are
the famous universal or Western values, and Muslims residing in Western soci-
eties have recently initiated the development of methodological instruments and
principles that will serve as the intellectual foundation of this approach. Despite a
substantial body of research largely investigating the extent to which Muslims re-
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siding in Western nations adopt universal or Western values, there exists a dearth
of studies that explore the influence of challenges faced by Muslims, including
Islamophobia, on their adherence to universal or Western values. This article aims
to contribute to the literature by exploring how Islamophobic attacks affect Mus-
lims’ beliefs in universal or Western values.

In the Western world, there is a prevailing perception that Muslims and their reli-
gion, [slam, are often seen as incompatible with universal or Western values. How-
ever, it is noteworthy that certain instances of racism or Islamophobia in Western
nations in recent years appear to contradict these universal or Western values. This
present study especially centres its attention on two distinct instances of Islamopho-
bic attacks that occurred in London. In the following section, I will provide a brief
account of the aforementioned attacks and emphasize the necessity of conducting a
thorough analysis of these attacks in order to reveal how Islamophobic attacks may
damage the beliefs of Muslims in (usually idealised) universal or Western values.

The Cases of Two Islamophobic Assaults towards Vulnerable and
Disabled Muslims in London

In recent years, there has been a notable spike in Islamophobic assaults in West-
ern world and in the UK. This study aims to investigate two specific incidents
of Islamophobic attacks, that occurred on London buses during October 2015.
The research participants cited these two incidents as examples to underscore
the adverse impacts of Islamophobia. Both incidents took place in London with-
in the same week, sparking extensive discussions and debates among Muslim
communities in the UK over the concerning prevalence of Islamophobia and its
relationship with values. In the context of these assaults, it is crucial to carefully
consider both the victims and the offenders.

In the first attack, the individuals assaulted were two females of middle age who
were attired in headscarves, with one of them visibly pregnant. The person respon-
sible for the incident in question was identified as a middle-aged black lady. The
significance of this case is further illustrated by the fact that individuals from black
communities have been disproportionately impacted by experiences of prejudice
and xenophobia. In the second incident, the victim was an elderly, disabled Mus-
lim male using a Zimmer frame. Despite the victim’s significant vulnerability and
disability, the attacker was a physically fit 25-year-old male belonging to an ethnic
community who was accompanied by his two-year-old daughter in a pram. Both
incidents were anonymously filmed and shared on social media platforms. The vid-
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eos were extensively circulated on social media, evoking considerable response.
Therefore, the 25-year-old man felt compelled to hand himself in.

A Woman Attacked Two Muslim Women One of Whom was Pregnant

In 2015, a widely circulated video lasting around five minutes captured an inci-
dent on a London bus. The video depicted a black woman expressing intense an-
ger towards two Muslim women wearing headscarves, one of whom was visibly
pregnant. The video does not reveal the reason for her fury. The case’s context is
unknown. The perpetrator employed inappropriate language and directed derogato-
ry remarks against the two Muslim women. Furthermore, she named them as “Isis
Bitches” while vociferously shouting them to “go back to your f**** country”.
Moreover, she expressed a threat to physically harm one of the women, specifically
targeting the pregnant lady by expressing an intention to kick her in the stomach.
She repeatedly used the same inappropriate language, numerous expletives, and

threats, while the remaining passengers opted to maintain a state of silence. !

Chef Kashif Samuel Threw an Old Muslim Pensioner’s Walking
Frame Off a London Bus

During the same week, there was another video that garnered significant attention,
depicting an incident that occurred on another bus in London. The background of
the case is unknown. A young man (Chef Kashif Samuels), belonging to an ethnic
community, engaged in verbally offensive behaviour towards an elderly and dis-
abled Muslim man, who was speaking in Turkish, with a Zimmer frame. Notably,
this incident occurred despite the presence of the young individual’s two-year-old
daughter in a pram. The perpetrator accused the elderly man, asserting that his
purpose for coming to the UK was just to exploit the welfare system. Then he said
“T’ll put a pig’s ¢*** in your mouth. What is Allah going to say about that?”” Chef
Kashif Samuels kept swearing about the elderly man’s mother and sister, and then
he threatened him to throw his Zimmer frame off the bus when it stops. So indeed
he threw the old man’s Zimmer frame in front of all other passengers who were

silent throughout the assault and reluctant to intervene.?

1  For more detail: https:/www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/16/video-shout-abuse-muslims-
women-bus-london

2 For more detail: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3305610/Chef-threw-Muslim-pensioner-s-
walking-frame-London-bus-racist-rant-jailed-16-weeks.html
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The Study

The paper incorporates specific findings obtained from research for which I per-
sonally oversaw every stage of the data gathering process. The inclusion of data
in this study is restricted to information derived solely from interviews conducted
with Muslim men in the UK, aligning with the study’s specific scope and pur-
pose. The primary objective of the main study was to investigate the difficulties
faced by Muslim males residing in the UK, a country where the prevalence of
Islamophobia has experienced a significant rise, and the study specifically con-
centrated on examining the concept of Muslim masculinities. For the purpose of
this study, the selected research method involves individual semi-structured and
in-depth interviews. This approach enabled the identification and exploration of
plenty of interesting subjects (e.g., the impact of motivational identity principles
on Muslim masculinities), one of which was the relationship between values and
Islamophobia (e.g., how Islamophobic attacks impact Muslim men’s beliefs in
Western values such as respect, tolerance, human rights, etc.).

Methodology

The study employs qualitative research approaches and applies an Interpretative
Phenomenological Analysis (IPA) perspective. In this study, the researcher has
chosen to employ the phenomenological approach in order to investigate and
provide insight into the difficulties faced by Muslim males residing in the UK
by exploring their lived experiences. For the purpose of this study, individual
semi-structured and in-depth interviews were employed as the chosen research
method. Purposive sampling, convenience sampling, and snowball sampling were
used in the study as the methods of sampling that are included in the category of
non-probability sampling methods. It involves the deliberate selection of partici-
pants based on specified criteria that are derived from the research questions. The
predetermined selection criteria for this research were individuals who identify
as Muslim, aged 18 or older men, currently residing in the UK, and experienced
challenges as a Muslim. A total of 21 individual interviews were carried out with
Muslim males residing in the UK, representing three distinct socio-cultural back-
grounds, namely Algerian, Pakistani, and Somali. During the course of the in-
terviews, it was observed that while the participants were primarily residing in
London and Birmingham, a significant number of them had previously resided in
various regions across the UK, including Glasgow, Cardiff, Swansea, and others.
The individuals had ample experience residing in many cities within the UK. The
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interviews were conducted from February 12, 2019, through August 20, 2021,
utilising a combination of face-to-face and online interview methods. All of the
participants completed the informed consent forms. The interviews were recorded
with the participants’ consent by using a recording device to capture the conversa-
tions, which were afterwards transcribed in an exact manner.

The participants were requested to provide accounts of their personal expe-
riences in the UK as a Muslim man, such as challenges encountered as a result
of their religious beliefs, ethnic background, race, and gender. Through the util-
isation of follow-up questions, I endeavoured to delve more profoundly into
their thoughts, reactions, and emotions. For instance, I asked the second- or
third-generation participants to share their school experiences and to give spe-
cific examples of difficulties they encountered because of their identities. Then,
with the follow-up questions, I asked them to explain what they thought, how
they felt, and how they overcame the negative effects of the incident.

The deployment of the individual semi-structured and in-depth interview
method created an ideal setting for the participants to engage in discussions
openly about their challenges, experiences, emotions, and thoughts. This was
made possible due to the establishment of a genuine rapport between the re-
searcher and the participants in the study. Besides, my “insider status” in the
research as a Muslim man facilitated my ability to establish a robust rapport
with the participants. In the interview sessions, particularly when delving into
the discussion on Islamophobia and its impacts on Muslim communities in the
UK, participants frequently made references to values. A few participants even
offered examples of two recent Islamophobic incidents. In the subsequent in-
terviews, | asked participants if they remembered these two incidents and if
they would share their emotions and thoughts regarding them. A number of in-
dividuals recalled the incidents and expressed their feelings and thoughts. This
article scrutinizes the perspectives and responses of the participants regarding
two specific incidents of Islamophobic assaults. Drawing from the narratives
offered by the participants, three primary themes emerged as the most recurrent
in the dataset. These themes will now be explored in detail.

Islamophobic Attacks on Vulnerable and Disabled Muslims and the Values

The study revealed that Muslim males expressed strong criticism towards many
forms of Islamophobic assaults. However, they particularly condemned the Islam-
ophobic attacks targeting vulnerable and handicapped Muslims in the UK, deeming
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such acts as very unacceptable, frightening, inhumane, and barbaric. Islamophobia,
classified as a kind of racism, was often regarded by participants as being incon-
sistent with universal values. However, it was observed that Islamophobic attacks
specifically directed at vulnerable and disabled Muslims have the potential to un-
dermine or even destroy the faith of Muslim males in universal or Western values.

As a women, being attacked with racist and Islamophobic sentiments in front of
others is extremely terrifying. Attacking vulnerable people only because of their
religious identity is, I think, one of the worst crimes against humanity. It is highly
insulting, it might lead to depression, and it is very harmful for wellbeing. The vic-
tims will now feel this fear forever. They cannot move on their lives easily. They
might be paranoid now. Even the unborn baby may feel the negative effects of the
attack throughout his or her life. Most particularly, threating the pregnant woman
to kick her stomach... I am really speechless. I would have forced the attacker
down from the bus. I am sure whoever watched these videos feels the same. The
attackers must be taught that they are not superior and that everyone, regardless of

their backgrounds, shares the same rights in society. That is the values (Salman).

In their explanations, the participants usually linked the racist or Islamopho-
bic attacks with values. In his descriptions and judgements, Salman drew upon
well recognised global values, including respect, tolerance, equality, and human
rights. According to Salman, incidents of Islamophobia targeting vulnerable and
handicapped Muslims constitute a direct violation of the rights of the victims
and so require classification as crimes against humanity. Salman asserts that Is-
lamophobic assaults and attacks, particularly targeting vulnerable and disabled
Muslims, unequivocally undermine universal or Western values (in thought and
action), including the adherence of Muslims to those values.

Similar to Salman, the rest of the participants also found it difficult when at-
tempting to articulate their emotions over the Islamophobic assaults directed at

vulnerable and handicapped Muslims.

It is a disgusting attack. Attacking an elderly man, attacking a disabled old man, I
cannot find the word to describe. It is not related to racism or religion. It is much
worse. It is a much more desperate situation. It is really disgusting. No human
does that. It is a crime against humanity. No father could behave in this way. The
attacker might be lunatic or full of hate. There is no other explanation. The attack-

er is very coward. He could not have dared to attack a healthy man (Yousuf).
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Yousuf’s narrative provides a strong indication that Muslim males perceive
Islamophobic assaults against vulnerable and handicapped Muslims as funda-
mentally incompatible not just with universal or Western values but also with
any form of value. It is observed that the participants perceive these assaults to
be significantly worse than racism and Islamophobia. These assaults, according
to Yousuf, constitute a crime against humanity.

The “Bystander Apathy” in Islamophobic Attacks, and Values

According to bystander intervention model (BIM), in order for individuals to
engage in the intervention of antisocial behaviour, it is imperative that they first
perceive a critical situation, evaluate the situation as posing a threat to either them-
selves or others, assume personal responsibility for taking action, contemplate po-
tential methods of assistance, and ultimately make the decision to intervene. It is
worth noting that certain steps within this process may overlap or occur simulta-
neously (Latané & Darley, 1970). In instances of Islamophobic attacks, it is com-
monly seen that bystanders display a notable hesitancy to intervene, as evidenced
by several recent events (e.g., the attacks examined in this study), therefore exhib-
iting a preference for maintaining silence. The analysis of the fundamental factors
contributing to the hesitancy displayed by witnesses in instances of Islamophobic

assaults has significant importance. Ghaffar made an interesting explanation:

When [ saw the attacks, I felt the same anger and hate that the attacker showed
the victims. I think one reason why the others did not intervene was freedom of
speech. The concept of freedom of speech is given too much weight in the UK
and in Western countries. It is extremely exaggerated. So, people do not intervene
in any racist or Islamophobic attack because they consider these attacks to be acts
of freedom of speech. These attacks should not be considered freedom of speech.
But their understanding of respect and tolerance is very different. The apathy of
the people around, the driver, the other passengers, is really shocking and annoy-

ing. This would not have been tolerated in a Muslim country (Ghaffar).

Ghaffar’s narrative effectively illustrates the indistinct boundary between
freedom of expression and Islamophobia, revealing that several individuals ex-
hibit a lack of hesitation while transgressing this boundary in a reckless man-
ner. According to Ghaffar, putting forward the concept of freedom of speech

in Islamophobic assaults appears to compromise other universally recognised
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values, like respect, tolerance, and human rights. Despite being widely regarded
as a fundamental principle in global or Western contexts, the misuse of freedom
of speech in this manner raises the concerns of Muslim men over its impact
on these essential values. Ghaffar further highlighted the different perspectives
on respect and tolerance between those from Western cultures and those who
identify as Muslims. It is apparent that there exists a lack of consensus over the
interpretation of universal or Western values among individuals from Western
cultures and Muslims residing within the same community.

Individuals usually have a greater inclination to interfere in instances of an-
tisocial behaviour when they hold a personal connection or familiarity with the
victims affected by such acts. However, similar to uninvolved bystanders, those
belonging to the in-group may confront with a significant amount of ambiguity
due to their limited knowledge on the perpetrator, the circumstances, and other
individuals present at the scene (Obermaier et al., 2023). In the cases examined
for this study, it was noted that there were Muslims present at the venues of the
attacks, yet they opted not to intervene.

I feel very discomfortable when I see the videos. They could have been my
own family (who were attacked). I felt very sad, angry ... I shocked, uh, why
the driver and other passenger did not intervene. Some of the passengers were
Muslims. I found very strange why others did not intervene the attack. I wish I

was there and did what needs to be done. I got really angry (Abbas).

The participants expressed strong condemnation towards the bystanders in-
volved in Islamophobic attacks, with a notable emphasis on the Muslim on-
lookers who received a significantly greater amount of blame. The participants
assert that the act of assisting and safeguarding vulnerable individuals from
any form of aggression is considered a virtue and a value, as required by the
principles of Islam. Hence, the participants deemed that Muslim bystanders in
Islamophobic attacks were unable to meet their responsibilities of interfere as
instructed by Islam in the face of any form of abuse.

In their study, Obermaier et al. (2023) found that individuals who identify
as Muslims demonstrate a greater sense of personal responsibility to respond
to instances of online hate speech against Islam. However, when it comes to
offline situations, these individuals appear to have a greater degree of reluctance
to intervene. Some participants in the research provided explanations for the po-

tential reluctance of Muslim bystanders to get involved in Islamophobic attacks.
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I felt very sad. Very sad for the lady. The attacker. It should not be so easy to be
such intolerable and disrespectful despite living in a very multicultural society.
Shame on her. Being a bystander feeds these kind of attacks. I think the bystand-
ers, the immigrant bystanders, feel fear. Fear of ending up in a court. In particular,
as a migrant. They do not want to take the risk. They do not think the law will
protect them. Because they are migrants. So they prefer to be silent (Dawood).

Considerable academic research (e.g., Allen, 2010b; Githens-Mazer & Lam-
bert, 2010; Choudhury & Fenwick, 2013; Zempi, 2014) into the phenomenon of
Islamophobia within Western societies has illuminated a prevailing trend wherein
Muslim individuals display a hesitancy to lodge formal complaints with law en-
forcement authorities subsequent to experiencing racially or Islamophobic moti-
vated assaults. Their hesitancy generally arises from a feeling that their grievanc-
es would not be given appropriate consideration, therefore eroding victims’ trust
and faith in the police and the criminal justice system as a whole (Choudhury &
Fenwick, 2011). Similarly, as Dawood expressed, the immigrant and Muslim by-
standers in Islamophobic assaults may feel afraid to be involved because of their
mistrust of the police and the criminal justice system. Nonetheless, this example
serves to demonstrate the erosion of Muslims’ faith and confidence in universal

or Western principles due to their experiences of unequal and unjust treatment.

The Role of Islamic Values, Islamophobia, and Education of Mus-
lim Children in the UK

Racist or Islamophobic attacks are perceived ‘as attacks on the values, loyalties
and commitments which are central to a person’s sense of identity and self-
worth, -their family honour, their friends, their culture, heritage, religion, com-
munity, history’ (Runnymede Trust, 1997, p. 39). Cultural and religious values
have significant importance among Muslim populations residing in Western na-
tions, and Muslims frequently demonstrate a strong inclination to uphold their
cultural and religious principles (Norris & Inglehart, 2012). However, they
appear to experience some adverse emotions stemming from subtle expressions
of Islamophobia and the influence of dominant cultural ideals or values that are
perceived as incompatible with Islamic values.
Muslims should be solid in their faith and morals. In the British society, a lot
of liberal ideals, values and Western ideologies are pushed on us as the truth.
We see it all the time, in the news, in the media. You always see in the UK, like
people who are in government, they say, for example, “Muslim culture is back-
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wards”. Whenever Britain does something, they think, “oh, the whole world has
to be like Britain. Others will have to have the same views with Britain because
they are backwards”. And then I feel that a lot of Muslim in the UK, they be-
come kind of pressured and feel inferiority complex (Vasam).

Vasam criticised the prevailing mainstream perspective in the UK, which as-
serts the absolute reality of Western standards and values while labelling any-
one who disputes these values as a backward individual. Vasam posits that some
British people perceive themselves and their cultural values as superior, while
concurrently regarding others, particularly Muslims, as inferior and categorising
them as backward. Vasam highlighted an intriguing observation on the impact
of this dominant mainstream viewpoint in the UK, suggesting that it contributes
to the development of an inferiority complex within the Muslim community.
The perception of Muslim communities’ values as backward in the UK appears
to exacerbate Islamophobia, while simultaneously diminishing the adherence of
Muslim males to universal or Western values. Some participants in the current
research strongly resisted the imposition of British values and Western ideology
as an absolute fact. Moreover, they considered that labelling Islamic culture and
beliefs as backward by British individuals as a form of Islamophobia.

According to the main research results, Muslim men exhibited a strong sense
of duty in terms of imparting Islamic values to their children and safeguarding
their cultural and religious identities in the UK. Muslim men participants, in
their roles as fathers and leaders within their families, emphasised their respon-
sibility to transmit their values to succeeding generations; that is also a crucial
aspect of Muslim masculinities.

Raising children in the UK I think it’s relatively difficult because things are
changing all the time. We are now told how we should govern our kids basically.
And especially things that are being taught in schools are completely different.
These are values that are completely different from ours as Muslims. We should

raise our children with our own Islamic values (Zain).

Education holds significant importance within Muslim populations residing
in the Western world, since Muslims often prioritise transmitting their cultural
and religious values to their children through the educational process (Fran-
ceschelli & O’Brien, 2014). A significant number of Muslim families in Euro-
pean nations exhibit a preference for enrolling their children in supplementary
schools with religious character over weekends, with the primary objective of
ensuring the transmission of their cultural and religious values to the younger
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generation (Alrasheedi & Almutawa, 2020). Like Zain’s perspective, a signif-
icant number of participants in the current research stated that they perceive a
discrepancy or incompatibility between the principles imparted in state schools
and their own religious values. Consequently, they often seek out alternative ed-
ucational institutions that align with their cultural or religious beliefs, aiming to

provide their children with an education that is congruent with their own values.

Conclusion

Employing the conceptual framework of values and Islamophobia, the article
aims to understand the effects of examples of Islamophobia on Muslim men’s be-
liefs in universal or Western values in the UK. However, the aim of this research
is not to draw broad conclusions about universal or Western values; rather, the
intention is to comprehensively examine the decline in Muslim men’s beliefs in
these values due to the increasing Islamophobic attacks. This study has examined
the perspectives of Muslim men through interviews, focusing on their emotional
and cognitive reactions to incidents of Islamophobia. The research has argued
that the rising prevalence of Islamophobia and the brutal Islamophobic attacks to-
wards vulnerable and disabled Muslims in the UK have led to a decline in Muslim
men’s beliefs in universal or Western values. The examination of Muslim men’s
responses to Islamophobia is an area that has received less attention in scholarly

research. Thus, this study also seeks to address this gap in the existing literature.

The discourse and discussion around Islamophobia in Western world com-
monly link it to the notion that Islam and Muslims are perceived as incompat-
ible with universal and Western values. This phenomenon also contributes to
the legitimization of Islamophobia by arguing that safeguarding universal or
Western values necessitates opposition to Islam and Muslims, so exacerbating
and intensifying Islamophobic sentiments. However, it might be argued that
Islamophobia has the potential to undermine the universal and Western ideals
that are typically held in high regard by Western individuals and are claimed to

be the foundation of their multicultural communities.

The results of the current research indicated that Muslim men in the UK strong-
ly condemn Islamophobic assaults, particularly those targeting vulnerable and
disabled individuals within the Muslim community, deeming them very reprehen-

sible and constituting crimes against humanity. Islamophobic assaults that target

ded



Durali Karacan

vulnerable and disabled Muslims within the UK appear to further erode the faith
of Muslims in the principles and values upheld in Western societies. In addition,
the “bystander apathy” seems to contribute Muslim men’s ever-increasing loss of
faith in universal or Western values. Participants in the interview emphasised the
significance they place on their children’s education, expressing their wish for
their children to be raised with their own religious and cultural values. Finally, the
research findings indicated that the rising prevalence of Islamophobia (specifical-
ly targeting vulnerable and disabled Muslims) appears to undermine the universal
and Western values within Western cultures (in the UK in this case), thereby lead-

ing to a decline in the adherence of Muslim males to these values.

This article has some important potential to address the usually overlooked
issues related to Muslim minorities in the UK. Firstly, the study provides a more
comprehensive understanding of Muslim men by focusing on their thoughts,
feelings, emotions, and lived experiences. These dimensions of Muslim men in
the UK are usually overlooked in discussions surrounding them, and policymak-
ers or social workers could benefit from the insights provided in this research
for the development of more holistic policies. Additionally, this study has the
capacity to bring policymakers’ attention to the shortcomings in their integration
policies, shedding light on the declining adherence of Muslim men to universal
or Western values amid the escalating phenomenon of Islamophobia. Increased
acknowledgment of Islamophobia as a significant threat by policymakers in the
UK has the potential to enhance the effectiveness of integration policies, ul-
timately promoting social cohesion. In conclusion, directing attention towards
understanding why Muslim men are losing their beliefs in universal or Western
values, rather than simply accusing them of not embracing these values, could

prove more effective in diagnosing the primary source of the problem.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Bat1 Toplumlarinda Islamofobi ve Degerler: Ingiltere’deki Islamofo-
bik Saldirilarin Miisliiman Erkekler Uzerindeki Etkilerinin Analizi

Bu makale, Birlesik Kralliktaki Miisliimanlara yonelik Islamofobik saldirilarin
yansimalarini inceleyen bir aragtirmanin bulgularini 6zetlemektedir. Bat1 toplum-
larmin halklar1 ve hiikiimetleri genellikle, ¢cok kiiltiirlii ve ¢ogulcu yapilarinin te-
meli oldugunu iddia ettikleri degerlerle gurur duymaktadirlar. Buna ragmen, son
yillarda Bat1 iilkelerinde yasayan Miisliimanlar gerek siyasi gerekse toplumsal
tartismalarin hedefinde yer almaktadirlar. Bat1 diinyasinda son yillarda wrkeilik,
ayrimeilik ve Islamofobi gibi cesitli nefret suclarinda artis goriilmektedir ve bu
durum Batili toplumlarin evrensel veya Batili degerlere gergekten ne kadar sahip
ciktigina dair sorgulamalarin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur.

“Degerler” kavrami, pusula gorevi goéren, bireyin davranigini, tercihlerini, se-
¢im ve karar verme siirecini gekillendiren ve etkileyen temel ilkeler, normlar
veya inanglarla ilgilidir (Seligman vd., 2013). Evrensel degerler, kiiltiirel, cog-
rafi veya sosyoekonomik baglamlarina bakilmaksizin evrensel olarak uygulana-
bilen ve tiim bireyler i¢in gegerli oldugu kabul edilen kavram ve inanglari ifade
eder. Ote yandan Batili degerler, tarih boyunca Bat1 Avrupa ve Kuzey Amerika
kiiltirleri ve toplumlariyla geleneksel olarak baglantili olan bir dizi kavrami,
inanci ve gelenegi kapsar. Evrensel degerler ile Bati toplumlariyla yaygin olarak
iliskilendirilen degerler arasinda belli bir diizeyde ortlisme mevcuttur. Birlesik
Krallik baglaminda, “Temel Ingiliz Degerleri” kavrami, Birlesik Krallik iginde
egitim, vatandaslik ve sosyal uyumun tesviki ile ilgili olarak biiyilk 6neme sa-
hip olan temel ilke ve degerleri ifade eder. Genellikle degerlerle ilgili tartigma-
larda “evrensel degerler” ve “Batili degerler” terimleri siklikla birbirinin yerine
kullanilmaktadir ve tipik olarak insan haklari, adalet, esitlik ve ifade 6zgiirligii
gibi ortak degerlere atifta bulunulmaktadir.

Bati diinyasinda yasayan Miisliimanlar, yasadiklar iilkelerdeki degerlerle il-
gili tartigmalarda siklikla hedef alinmaktadirlar. Giiniimiizde Bat1 toplumlarin-
daki Islam algis1 genellikle kadinlar1 boyunduruk altina alan, modas1 gegmis ve
orta ¢ag degerlerini savunan, siddet eylemlerini destekleyen mezhepgi ve kok-
ten dinci bir inang olarak nitelendirilmektedir (Sarwar ve Raj, 2016). Islamo-
fobi ¢ercevesindeki sdylemler genellikle degerler kavrami iizerinde, 6zellikle
de ifade 6zgiirliigii, cinsiyet esitligi ve hosgorii gibi bazi evrensel veya Batili
degerlerin Miisliimanlarin eylemleri nedeniyle risk altinda oldugu iddiasi etra-
finda sekillenmektedir (Sayyid, 2014). Batili iilkelerde yasayan Miisliimanlarin
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evrensel veya Batili degerleri ne 6l¢iide benimsediklerini arastiran dnemli sa-
yida arastirma olmasina ragmen, Islamofobi de dahil olmak iizere Miisliiman-
larin karsilastig1 zorluklarin onlarin evrensel veya Batili degerlere bagliliklar
tizerindeki etkisini arastiran arastirma neredeyse bulunmamaktadir. Bu maka-
le, islamofobik saldirilarin Miisliimanlarm evrensel veya Batili degerlere olan
inanglarint nasil etkiledigini arastirarak literatiire katkida bulunmay1 amagla-
maktadir. Bu ¢aligma 6zellikle Londra'da meydana gelen iki farkli Islamofobik
saldirtya ve onun Miisliiman erkekler {izerindeki etkilerine odaklanmaktadir.

Son yillarda Bat1 diinyasinda ve Ingiltere’de Islamofobik saldirilarda gozle
goriiliir bir artis yasanmaktadir. Bu ¢aligma, Ekim 2015°te Londra sehrindeki
otobiislerde meydana gelen iki spesifik Islamofobik saldirty1 incelemeyi amag-
lamaktadir. Arastirma katilimeilari, Islamofobi’nin olumsuz etkilerini vurgula-
mak i¢in bu iki olay1 6rnek olarak gostermislerdir. Her iki olay da ayni hafta
icinde Londra’da meydana gelmistir ve Birlesik Kralliktaki Miisliiman topluluk-
lar arasinda Islamofobi’nin endise verici boyutu ve bunun degerler kavramiyla
olan iliskisi iizerinde hararetli tartismalara yol agmustir. ilk olayda Londra’daki
bir otobiiste bagortiilii iki Miisliiman bayana saldiran, agir hakaretler eden, hatta
hamile oldugu agik sekilde belli olan magdur kadinlardan birini karnina tekme
atmakla tehdit eden siyahi kokenli bir kadin yolcu videoya alinmistir. Ayn1 hafta
icinde gerceklesen ikinci olayda ise, yine Londra’da bir otobiiste Tiirk asilli olan
ve engelli sandalyesi kullanan yaslh bir adama, geng siyahi bir adam tarafindan
sozlii ve fiziki Islamofobik bir saldir1 gergeklesmistir. Bu makale, katilimcilarin
bu iki spesifik Islamofobik saldir1 olayma iliskin bakis agilarimi ve tepkileri-
ni incelemektedir. Katilimcilarin sundugu anlatilardan yola ¢ikarak elde edi-
len veri setinde en ¢ok tekrarlanan ii¢ ana tema ortaya ¢ikmistir. Aragtirmanin
bulgulari, 6zellikle savunmasiz ve engelli Miisliimanlara yonelik Islamofobik
siddet eylemlerinin, Birlesik Kralliktaki Miisliiman erkeklerin evrensel veya
Batili ilke ve degerlere olan inanglari izerinde zararli bir etkiye sahip oldugunu
ortaya koymustur. Miisliiman erkekler, olaylara seyirci kalanlari, savunmasiz ve
engelli magdurlar1 korumadiklar i¢in sert bir sekilde kinayarak “seyirci kalma
hissizligi” ile toplumsal degerler arasinda baglanti kurmuslardir. Son olarak ka-
tilimcilar, gocuklarmin egitiminde Islami degerlerin &nemini vurgulamislardir.

Arastirma bulgular1, Miisliiman erkeklerin birgok Islamofobik saldir1 bigimine
yonelik sert sekilde elestirilerde bulundugunu ve tepki gosterdigini ortaya ¢ikar-
mistir. Ancak katilimeilar, ingiltere’deki savunmasiz ve engelli Miisliimanlari he-
def alan Islamofobik saldirilar1 6zellikle daha sert bicimde kinamislardir ve bu tiir
eylemlerin kabul edilemez, korkutucu, insanlik dis1 ve barbarca eylemler olarak
gordiiklerini belirtmislerdir. Bir tiir irkilik olarak siniflandirilan Islamofobi, kati-
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limcilar tarafindan siklikla evrensel degerlerle tutarsiz olarak degerlendirilmistir.
Ancak 6zellikle savunmasiz ve engelli Miisliimanlara yonelik Islamofobik saldi-
rilarin, Miisliiman erkeklerin evrensel veya Batili degerlere olan inancini daha da
zayiflatma, hatta yok etme potansiyeline sahip oldugu gézlemlenmistir.

“Seyirci Miidahale Modeli”, bireylerin anti sosyal davraniga miidahale edebil-
mesi i¢in Oncelikle kritik bir durumu algilamasi, durumu kendisine veya bagka-
larina tehdit olarak degerlendirmesi ve olayin kisisel sorumlulugunu {istlenmesi
gerektigini &ne siirer (Latané ve Darley, 1970). islamofobik saldir1 olaylarinda,
yakin zamanda yasanan bazi olaylarin (6rnegin, bu ¢alismada incelenen saldirilar)
da gosterdigi gibi, etraftakilerin miidahale etme konusunda dikkate deger bir te-
reddiit sergiledikleri ve dolayisiyla sessizliklerini korumayi tercih ettikleri yaygin
olarak goriilmektedir. Islamofobik saldir1 olaylarinda taniklarm sergiledigi tered-
diit duygusuna katkida bulunan temel faktorlerin analizi biiyiik onem tagimaktadir.
Katilimcilardan bazilar bu olay1 ifade 6zgiirliigli kavraminin yanlis veya kotiiye
kullanimi olarak degerlendirmislerdir. Evrensel veya Batili baglamlarda yaygin bir
sekilde temel bir ilke olarak kabul edilmesine ragmen, ifade 6zgiirliigiiniin bu se-
kilde kétiiye kullanilmasi, Miisliiman erkeklerin bu temel degerler lizerindeki etki-
sine iliskin endiselerini artirmaktadir. Ayrica bazi katilimcilar, Islamofobik saldiri-
lara seyirci kalan gdgmenlerin ve Miisliimanlarin yasadigi bu tereddiit duygusunu,
polise ve adalet sistemine olan giivensizlikleri nedeniyle bu saldirilara karigmak-
tan korkabilecekleri ve sessiz kalmay1 tercih edebilecekleri seklinde degerlendir-
mislerdir. Bununla birlikte bu 6rnek, Miisliimanlarin kanun karsisinda esit ve adil
olmayan muamelelere maruz kalma deneyimleri nedeniyle evrensel veya Batili
ilkelere olan inang ve giivenlerinin sarsildigini ortaya koymaya hizmet etmektedir.

Arastirmanin sonuglarina gére Ingiltere’de yasayan Miisliiman erkekler gocuk-
larina Islami degerleri asilamak, onlarin kiiltiirel ve dini kimliklerini korumak
konusunda gii¢lii bir sorumluluk duygusu sergilemektedirler. Miisliiman erkek
katilimeilar, ailelerindeki baba ve lider rolleriyle, degerlerini gelecek nesillere
aktarma sorumluluklarmin énemini agik¢a vurgulamislardir ve bu ayn1 zamanda
Miisliimanlarm erkek kimlik algilarinin da 6nemli bir yoniidiir. Bu sebeplerle,
Miisliimanlar ¢ogu zaman kiiltiirel ve dini degerlerini egitim siireci araciligiyla
cocuklarma aktarmaya 6ncelik vermektedirler ve dolayisiyla da Bati diinyasinda
yagayan Miisliiman toplumlarinda egitim biiylik 6nem tagimaktadir (Franceschelli
ve O’Brien, 2014). Avrupa iilkelerindeki 6nemli sayida Miisliiman aile, kiiltiirel
ve dini degerlerinin geng nesillere aktarilmasini saglamak amaciyla ¢cocuklarini
hafta sonlar dini karakterli okullara ve kurslara kaydettirmeyi tercih etmektedir-
ler (Alrasheedi & Almutawa, 2020). Mevcut arastirmadaki katilimcilarin 6nemli
bir kismi, devlet okullarinda &gretilen ilkeler ile kendi dini degerleri arasinda bir
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tutarsizlik veya uyumsuzluk algiladiklarii belirtmislerdir. Bu nedenle siklikla
kendi kiiltiirel veya dini inanglarma uygun alternatif egitim kurumlari arayisina gi-
rerek ¢ocuklaria kendi degerlerine uygun bir egitim vermeyi amaglamaktadirlar.

Sonug olarak, degerler ve Islamofobi kavramsal cercevesini kullanan bu ma-
kale, Ingiltere’deki Islamofobi 6rneklerinin Miisliiman erkeklerin evrensel veya
Batili degerlere olan inanglar tizerindeki etkilerini anlamay1 amaglamaktadir.
Mevecut arastirmanin sonuglari, Birlesik Kralliktaki Miisliiman erkeklerin, 6zel-
likle Miisliiman toplum igindeki savunmasiz ve engelli bireyleri hedef alan Isla-
mofobik saldirilar siddetle kinayarak bu tiir saldirilarin insanlhiga karsi sug teskil
ettigini belirtmislerdir. Birlesik Kralliktaki savunmasiz ve engelli Miisliimanlari
hedef alan Islamofobik saldirilarin, Miisliimanlarin Bat1 toplumlarinda benimse-
nen ilke ve degerlere olan inancini ciddi derecede azalttig1 goriinmektedir. Ayri-
ca “seyirci ilgisizligi” durumu Miisliiman erkeklerin evrensel veya Batili degere
lere olan inancin1 daha da azaltan bir diger faktordiir. Goriismelerde katilimeilar,
cocuklarinin egitimine verdikleri 6nemi vurgulayarak, cocuklarinin kendi dini
ve kiiltiirel degerleriyle yetismelerini istediklerini ifade etmislerdir. Son olarak,
aragtirma bulgulari, Islamofobi nin (zellikle savunmasiz ve engelli Miisliiman-
lar1 hedef alan) artan yayginliginin, Bati kiiltiirlerindeki (bu 6rnekte Birlesik
Krallik’ta) evrensel ve Batili degerleri baltaladigini ve dolayisiyla Miisliiman
erkeklerin bu degerlere olan bagliligin azalmasina yol agtigin1 vurgulamaktadir.
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